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AIMS AND SCOPE

Acta Orthopaedica et Traumatologica Turcica (AOTT) is an international, scientific, open access periodical
published in accordance with independent, unbiased, and double-blinded peer-review principles. The journal
is the official publication of the Turkish Association of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, and Turkish Society
of Orthopaedics and Traumatology. It is published bimonthly in January, March, May, July, September, and
November. The publication language of the journal is English.

The aim of the journal is to publish original studies of the highest scientific and clinical value in
orthopedics, traumatology, and related disciplines. The scope of the journal includes but not limited to
diagnostic, treatment, and prevention methods related to orthopedics and traumatology. Acta Orthopaedica
et Traumatologica Turcica publishes clinical and basic research articles, case reports, personal clinical and
technical notes, systematic reviews and meta-analyses and letters to the Editor. Proceedings of scientific
meetings are also considered for publication.

The target audience of the journal includes healthcare professionals, physicians, and researchers who are
interested or working in orthopedics and traumatology field, and related disciplines.

Acta Orthopaedica et Traumatologica Turcica is currently indexed in Web of Science-Science Citation
Index Expanded, PubMed/Medline, PubMed Central, Scopus, DOAJ, Index Copernicus, and TUBITAK
ULAKBIM TR Index.

The editorial and publication processes of the journal are shaped in accordance with the guidelines of
the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE), World Association of Medical Editors
(WAME), Council of Science Editors (CSE), Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE), European
Association of Science Editors (EASE), and National Information Standards Organization (NISO). The
journal is in conformity with the Principles of Transparency and Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing
(doaj.org/bestpractice).

All manuscripts must be submitted via the online submission system, which is available at www.aott.org.
tr. The journal guidelines, technical information, and the required forms are available on the journal’s web
page.

Expenses of the journal are covered by the article processing charges and the financial support received from
the Turkish Association of Orthopaedics and Traumatology and the Turkish Society of Orthopaedics and
Traumatology. Potential advertisers should contact the Editorial Office. Advertisement images are published
only upon the Editor-in-Chief’s approval.

Statements or opinions expressed in the manuscripts published in the journal reflect the views of the
author(s) and not the opinions of the Turkish Association of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, editors,
editorial board, and/or publisher; the editors, editorial board, and publisher disclaim any responsibility or
liability for such materials.

All published content is available online, free of charge at www.aott.org.tr.

Turkish Association of Orthopaedics and Traumatology holds the international copyright of all the content
published in the journal. The journal’s content is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License (CC BY-NC-ND 4.0).
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FROM THE EDITOR

Dear AOTT Readers,

2020 is finally drawing to an end. We had started off a new year with high hopes when the pandemic hit,
confining everyone to their homes, separating loved ones and upended the way the lived in. It is foreseeable
that the nightmare is almost over; however, the fear of not going back to normal and the pain from all our
losses will live with us for a long time. Interestingly, the pandemic did not unanimously create negative
effects. Peer-reviewed journal publication was one area that actually took advantage of the effects of the
pandemic. It happened to be leap year for AOTT.

2020 started with a new publisher in hopes to reach our goals. We included young and involved assistant
editors on board. Within a short period of time we were in quarantine and that, was exactly when we finally
reached one final goal we had long strived for: We succeeded in shortening our first response time from
90-100 days down to 42 days. This was implemented by the fast tracking of our publisher, enthusiasm and
dedication of our assistant editors and of course, by the fast response rates of our reviewers. I definitely hope
that the downward slant continues to take effect with the same efficiency.

Another important subject we were faced with at the beginning of 2020, was about the “article processing
fees”. We were sceptic about the reaction we could receive from authors following that inadequate declaration
by the Inter-University Council concerning the effect of “paid publications” on eligibility criteria for tenure
track positions. It was enlightening to realize that our fee did not affect the number of articles we received,
clearly demonstrating that both our authors and readership did not have any reservations about the status
of our journal AOTT.

In this last issue of 2020, as an ongoing tradition, we will present you a list of our reviewers of the year
2020, divided by the number of articles they have reviewed. On behalf of our authors, readers and, the
Editorial Board, I would like to thank all our esteemed reviewers, especially those who honored all our
review requests.

I am concluding this editorial with a heavy heart for I will not be indicating to “see you in the next issue”.
This issue is finalizing my watch as the editor of AOTT. Prof. Haluk Berk will be greeting you in the next
issue, the first one in 2021, as the new editor-in-chief and I shall ask his permission to say farewell following
his editorial.

Respectfully,

Prof. Dr. Onder KILICOGLU
AOTT Editor-in-Chief
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