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AOTT mourns the untimely passing of our beloved
past editor-in-chief Prof Onder Kilhigoglu, MD, PhD, on
October 12, 2022. He was a kind, realistic and honest
person with a sharp and practical mind and a generous
and considerate soul. Along with his many qualities as
a passionate teacher, a proficient surgeon, a mentor
and a family man, Onder Kiligoglu was certainly the
most prominent figure for our journal, contributing

and working hard at every level, initially a technical
board member then the editor-in-chief starting from
1990 until this day. The connection between Kiligoglu
and Acta Ortopaedica et Traumatologica Turcica is so
intense, that their histories are intertwined.

Dr. Onder Kiligoglu was born in Istanbul, on August
26, 1967. He was the eldest of three children of
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Mustafa, a grade school teacher and later a lawyer, and Meryem, a
housewife. He was a very successful student, representing his school
in many competitions. In 1985, he graduated from the Istanbul Boys’
High School with honors, a German-speaking high-ranking exam
school. He built lifelong friendships there and laid the foundation for
the systematic learning and thought processes on which he built his
latter studies.

Dr. Kiligoglu attended the Istanbul Medical School of the Istanbul
University and graduated in 1991. There also, he was also an honor
student. In medical school he met his mentor, Prof. Tuncay Altug,
PhD, at the Experimental Medicine Research Center (DETAM) who
had the greatest impact on his personality as well as his manner of
teaching and mentoring. He met his future colleagues in the ortho-
paedics through a computer-based project when he was 5th year stu-
dent and upon graduation, started his residency in the Department
of Orthopaedics and Traumatology. He visited Dr. Richard D. Ferkel,
MD at the Southern California Orthopedic Institute in LA in 1996
and wrote his thesis on Arthroscopy of the Ankle. After specialty
training, he started working at the Vehbi Kog Foundation American
Hospital in Istanbul, where he practiced for over 20 years. In 2002,
he joined the academic staff in Istanbul Medical School Department
of Orthopaedics and Traumatology, obtained his associate pro-
fessorship in 2009 and subsequently professorship in 2012. Prof.
Kiligoglu completed his Ph.D. at the Department of Medical Ecology
and Hydroclimatology in 2007, also in Istanbul University. He vis-
ited the Hospital for Special Surgery in New York, NY twice, in
1999 and 2006, Dr. Freddie H. Fu in Pittsburgh in 1996 and Mayo
Clinic in Rochester, MN in 2006. In 2021, Onder Kiligoglu retired
from Istanbul University and was appointed as Chair of Department
of Orthopaedics and Traumatology at the Kog University School of
Medicine, where he worked tirelessly until his untimely death.

Throughout his professional career, Onder Kiligoglu served at almost
every honourable position within the institutions of the Turkish
orthopaedic community. He has been a member of executive com-
mittees of the Turkish Society of Orthopaedics and Traumatology
(TOTBID) and Turkish Orthopaedics and Traumatology Education
Council (TOTEK), served as president of the Foot and Ankle Surgery
Branch of the Turkish Society of Orthopaedics and Traumatology and
was the current president of the Turkish Association of Orthopaedics
and Traumatology since 2021.

AOTT Journal

The personal history of Onder Kiligoglu is closely intertwined with
that of Acta Ortopaedica et Traumatologica Turcica (AOTT), his sig-
nature appears in all important steps in the journal’s timeline. He
was on the technical board in 1990, when he was still a student. As
a resident, he would practically be typesetting the articles before
print. Previously a specialty journal with a limited scope and lim-
ited resources, AOTT began to flourish, with Onder Kiligoglu as a
team member at every step. He was a major driving force and one of
the few brains, guiding the journal for collaborating a professional
publisher, moving through the PubMed and SCI processes, deciding
to publish in English and using an online article evaluation system,
as well as changing the way articles were processed, editors were
chosen, even the accounting performed. Prof. Kiligoglu became the
vice editor in 2004 and editor-in-chief in 2016. During his editorship
until 2021, he was able to increase the journal’s impact factor signifi-
cantly, reaching 1.511 in 2021, while uploading the complete archive

starting from 1962 to PubMed Central, despite “switching twice to
a new publisher, twice to a new article processing system and three
times to a new website”.

Dr. Kiligoglu was unrivalled in the way he mastered scientific evalu-
ation of the orthopaedic literature; a quality that ensured him an
unerring foresight in reviewing a submitted manuscript. He was a
“friendly” editor, providing his views generously, even personally
communicating to apologize for delays and mistakes done during the
process. He was so studious that he would have to be replaced by
more than one person.

He used his admirable versatility to connect and explain orthopae-
dic principles with history, computer science, general culture and
art in perfect harmony. He would surprise the reader in the smartest
way, one could never read about Roman gladiators in an orthopaedic
journal unless Dr. Kilicoglu was the editor-in-chief. He passionately
cared for AOTT by all means and deeply desired that everyone in our
community watched over it as if it were a precious jewel. He eagerly
strived to maintain a qualified peer reviewer pool.

Dr. Kiligoglu was a great fan of archiving; a very prominent and use-
ful characteristic. The only surviving copy of the first issue of AOTT
journal was in his personal collection.

A Surgeon

Kiligoglu was a versatile thinker in the operating room. He refined his
surgical techniques creating his own genuine style. His patience and
perseverance were only two of his numerous qualities that helped
him perform complex foot deformity surgery and treat refractory dia-
betic wounds. His endless curiosity has always been the main driv-
ing force of his research. He had an intuition to discern a dead-end
from a brilliant innovation. His innovative ideas led him to codevelop
a novel ankle arthrodesis nail, the “Retrodesis Nail”, that is widely
accepted as an outstanding implant.

A Mentor

Onder Kiligoglu left remarkable traces on the minds of his fellows,
resident and students. He was extremely talented in distinguishing
the favorable features of a phenomenon, whilst able to improve the
remaining. Gracious while implying a mistake, he never offended
anyone. He reached out a helping hand not only to those in the ortho-
paedic community but also to physical rehabilitation and veterinary
communities. Congresses, courses and over one-hundred publica-
tions were the means of conveying his knowledge onto younger
generations of orthopaedic surgeons with his exquisite talent of
simplifying complex concepts. Facing the most enigmatic situation,
a reasonable solution would appear in minutes in his glittering blue
eyes, along with an ingenious smile.

A Great Inspiration

“He was a guiding light”. This single verse uttered in his commemo-
ration was unanimously accepted as describing him best. He fought
for his life with great serenity. He knew his time was scarce. He gave
his last lecture to plainly state that time is not at all endless. “Time
is running and you never know what awaits you around the corner.
Keep working!”
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Onder Kiligoglu was definitely dwelling at the highest level of his
expertise, ingeniously disseminating his knowledge and manners.
His loss becomes further unbearable, when envisaging the immense
potential, he had yet to give the global orthopaedic community. We
are regrettably deprived from the innovations his amazing mind
would offer. He had a legacy that extended beyond our community
or even our society. In his farewell editorial he quoted Max Plank,
‘Science progresses one funeral at a time’., indicating that the old
must perish so that the new ideas could disperse, but the price we
paid was utterly unfair this time. Certainly, his name shall be remem-
bered evermore within the society he embraced so generously. The
great philosopher Seneca sublimely quoted once “As is a tale, so is
a life: Not how long it is, but how good it is, is what matters”. The

tale of Onder Kiligoglu itself is a masterpiece. Yet, the other book he
entrusted us will never cease to exist and be cherished, the journal
you are reading now.

A Family Man

Onder Kiligoglu is survived by his lovely wife Dr. Gamze Kihigoglu,
who he considered as his greatest luck in life, and his three sons:
Mert, Yigit and Efe. He was a proud father and an affectionate family
man. Blessed with an embracing heart and a graceful kindness, he
also conceived a ‘new family’ from every group of people he worked
with. Hence, he always worked in the harmony and warmth of a fam-
ily and his family of hundreds now say farewell to his precious soul.
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